Date 

The Honorable Name of Legislator 
State Capitol
Room (Include #)
Columbia, SC 

Dear Name of Representative:

Re: Please sign HB 3006
I am writing to urge you to sponsor and support House Bill 3006 that amends South Carolina’s bicycling traffic laws to bring them into greater conformity with the uniform vehicle code and to create a safer environment for users of South Carolina’s roads. 

H. 3006 has the support of South Carolina’s bicycling community, bicycle retailers, local public officials, environmental organizations, health care organizations, and active living organizations. In addition to wide support for the H. 3006, there has been a continued commitment across party lines to promote bicycling to improve the health of South Carolina’s citizens and communities.  
South Carolina’s beautiful landscape from the mountains to the sea and its moderate climate also makes the state an attractive destination for bicycling vacations.  Unfortunately, South Carolina has had relatively high fatality rates resulting from bicycle/automobile accidents in recent years that may discourage both South Carolina residents and tourists from participating in this healthy activity. 
Adopting the changes in H. 3006 will make South Carolina roads safer for all road users with the potential to reduce accidents and injuries and to save lives. Several states including Ohio, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and Massachusetts recently have adopted similar legislation.
Some key changes in the legislation include:
· Clearer and safer signaling for bicyclists 

· Minimum passing width between motor vehicles and bicycles 

· Elimination of the sidepath law 

· Clarification of the bicycle definition, bike lane and shoulder 
· Clarification of the slow speed vehicle rule
I am asking you to cosponsor and support H. 3006 to create a safer environment for South Carolina’s road users and encourage more individuals to participate in a healthy activity in a safe manner.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions concerning this legislation.
Sincerely,

