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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

What are transportation alternatives? 
Think walking, biking….for transportation purposes.

Examples of SCDOT’s Eligible TAP Activities
• Sidewalks

• New, close gaps in connectivity, lighting

• Bike Lanes

• On-street widened outside lanes or roadway 

shoulders, pavement markings

• Bike / Ped crossing improvements

• Pavement markings, median refuges, ped

countdown signals, flashing beacons, lighting
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

Examples of SCDOT’s Non-Eligible 

Activities
• Recreational Trails

• Bicycle and pedestrian projects must be 

principally for transportation, rather than 

recreation purposes.  

• Purely recreational projects will be 

referred to the Recreational Trails 

Program managed by SC PRT.

• Routine maintenance and operations

• Property acquisition for vehicular parking lots
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

Examples of SCDOT’s Eligible TAP Applicants
• Local governments

• Cities, towns, counties

• Schools/school districts

• Eligible COGs / MPOs

• Less than 200k population

• Eligible entities within a TMA’s boundaries that were not funded by the TMA 
• Entities within a TMA boundary MUST FIRST apply via the TMA for TAP 

funds.  
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

• TAP is a federal reimbursement grant program

• 80% Federal

• 20% Local Match*

• Local Transportation Sales Tax, CTC, 

Property Taxes

• No In-Kind Matches

• Must have match in hand before 

project can start

*Exemptions may apply.
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)
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SCDOT



7

Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

• 2 Funding 

Rounds per 

Fiscal Year

• Letters of 

Intent due in 

April and 

October 
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

FFY 2023/24 Round One TAP Funding Availability by Sub-allocation
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)
• IIJA requires prioritization of project location and impact in high-need 

areas

SCDOT addresses this by 

using SC Department of 

Revenue’s County Tiers…

…and by awarding 
higher points to 

projects in Tiers III 

and IV counties, 

and potentially 

providing state 

match.
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)
• Scoring Matrix aligns funding 

with SCDOT’s priorities.

• Safety is #1.

• The scoring matrix provides 

higher points to projects that are 

in SCDOT’s 10-Year Plan and 

other planning documents.

• Other scoring factors include 

Planning and Connectivity; 

Previously Awarded TAP Projects; 

and Public Involvement 



12

Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

• Phased Awards to Prevent Lapse

• Ex:  $1M for design, ROW acquisition, 

construction

• Phase I:  $200k for design and ROW; 

Phase II:  $800k construction

• No award maximum other than what’s 
available for that funding round!

• Previously, there was a $400k max 

award cap

• Project minimum = $500k
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Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TAP)

SCDOT’s TAP Website
https://www.scdot.org/projects/community

-transportation-alternatives.aspx

TAP Program Manager:  Amy Blinson

(803) 737-1952 // BlinsonAL@scdot.org

https://www.scdot.org/projects/community-transportation-alternatives.aspx
https://www.scdot.org/projects/community-transportation-alternatives.aspx
mailto:BlinsonAL@scdot.org
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Roxanne Ancheta

Director of Local Government Services

AnchetaRM@scdot.org

803-737-1232 (office)

Contact Information

mailto:Anchetarm@scdot.org
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